Introduction
Europe's agricultural landscapes provide highly varied living conditions for many plants and animals; the habitats that host the highest rates of biodiversity have often developed through centuries of management of the land characterised by production cycles that receive low inputs, produce relatively low outputs in relation to the carrying capacity of the land, are usually labour intensive and are economically and ecologically sustainable. They combine a high number of species and structural diversity in time and space, and maintain closed cycles of materials and wastes through effective recycling practices. Baldock et al. (1993) and Beaufoy et al. (1994) described the general characteristics of low-input farming systems in terms of biodiversity and management practices and introduced the term high nature value farmland (HNV). Typical high nature value farmland areas are the extensively grazed uplands in the UK, alpine meadows and pasture, steppic areas in eastern and southern Europe and dehesas and montados in Spain and Portugal. The more intensively farmed areas in lowland Western Europe can also host concentrations of species of particular conservation interest, such as migratory waterfowl.
The need for measures
The need for measures to prevent the loss of high nature value farmland is widely acknowledged. Conservation of biodiversity on agricultural land is an explicit objective of the Pan-European Biodiversity and Landscape Strategy, the Bern Convention, the European Landscape Convention, and, at EU level, the Habitats and Birds Directives and the Rural Development 
High Nature Value farmland
In support of this policy process, the European Environment Agency and UNEP published a Joint Message (European Environment Agency, 2004) , presenting a preliminary map of HNV farmland and analysing the targeting of agricultural policy instruments. The Joint Message used the concept as developed by Andersen (2003) that describes HNV farmland as: "Those areas in Europe where agriculture is a major (usually the dominant) land use and where that agriculture supports, or is associated with, either a high species and habitat diversity or the presence of species of European conservation concern, or both." The aim of estimating HNV farmland distribution at European level according to a standardised method is to gain insight into the current status, as well as enabling analysis of European trends and targeting of relevant policy instruments, such as Less Favoured Area (LFA) support. In order to increase accuracy, the preliminary map, published in the EEA/UNEP Joint Message (European Environment Agency, 2004) , was updated by JRC and the EEA on the basis of new land cover data, refined and regionally differentiated selection criteria, and additional biodiversity datasets. The analysis builds on a revised definition of the three types of HNV farmland that were proposed in 2004:
